Vestibular vocal fold behavior during phonation in unilateral vocal fold paralysis.
Voice quality in patients with vocal fold paralysis can be affected by several factors, such as the position of the paralyzed vocal fold, its degree of atrophy, the configuration of its free edge, and the level differences between both vocal folds. Depending on the related vocal deficiency the patient will attempt to compensate using different maneuvers, such as increment of vocal tract and neck muscle contraction to improve glottal closure. This is probably one of the reasons why ventricular folds are frequently requested. The objective of this study is to analyze the behavior of the homolateral and contralateral vestibular folds to delineate patterns of vestibular motion during sustained phonation, in cases of unilateral vocal fold paralysis.